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Amar Chita Katha is a collection of illustrated classics that retell stories from Indian 
mythology, history, folktale and legend through the fascinating medium of comics. Over 
430 storie: from all over India have been told in this series that has been endorsed by 
educationitts and recommended by teachers the world over. 


Through a masterful blend of commentary, dialogue and illustration, Amar Chitra Katha 
presents complex historical facts and intricate mythology in a format that would appeal 
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for national integration, by introducing young readers to the rich cultural diversity of 
the country and highlighting the achievements of local heroes. 
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SURYA _ 


SURYA'S 
RAYS 
HARDLY 
SEEM TO 
AFFECT 


SURYA SEEMS 
TO FASCINATE 
HER. 


AS SANUNA GREW LIP, HER LOVE FOR 
THE SPLENPOUR OF THE SUN 


| ENVY YOU. 
YOU WILL HAVE 
SURYA'S WARMTH 
ALL YOUR LIFE. 


AS FOR ME, 
| SHALL. 
HAVE TO GET 
MARRIED 
SOON AND... 


BUT HER THOUGHTS WERE 
RUDELY INTERRUPTEP. 


AREN’T YOU THINKING 
COMING TO. SO DEEPLY 
THE SWING? ABOUT 2 


COME 
TELL US. 


| WAS WONDERING 

HOW LONG | WOULD 
BE ABLE TO 

REVEL IN SURYA’S 


LET US GO 
IN.ITIS— 
ALMOST 

DARK AND 


THE NEXT DAY 
VISHWAKARMA TOOK 
HIS DAUGHTER OUT 
ON AN ELEPHANT 


ain 7 4 
oy 


FOR YOUR 
HUSBAND? 


_ 
VISHWAKARMA APPROACHED 
SURYA WITH H/S DALIGHTER. 


| SHALL BE ONLY TOO 
GLAD TO WEP YOu! 
FAIR DAUGHTER. ih 


VIGHWAKARMA DREW 


SANUNA ASIDE. 
WHERE IS MOTHER? 
THINK WELL. 
ARE YOU SURE 
YOU WILL BE 


ABLE TO BEAR 1AM. 
HIS Ree oe SURE, 
IN ALL SEASON FATHER. 


1 ase 


You! 
aLeeeiNee, 
MOTHER. 


LET ME DARKEN \ 
IR Ey! 


EYES.yYou jj 
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po, PE 


S e aD yy 
AFTER THE WEDDING SURYA 


TOOK SANUNA TO HIS ABODE 
oe 
P) 


IN THE SKIES. 


THE CELESTIAL SAGES CAME HE SHALL BE TH 


Ee 
TO BLESS THE BABY. WISEST AMONG THE WISE 


LIKE HIS. 
FATHER! 


THEN SUDDENLY ONE SUMMER. 


»SURYA'S RAYS BEAT DOWN... 


Se = 


INTENSE AND OPPRESSIVE, 


SANUNA, 
WHAT'S THE 
MATTER? ff 


SANUNA ! 
LOOK AT ME! 
1AM YOUR 

HUSBAND! 


THEN LISTEN CAREFULLY. INCE 
YOU CLOSED YOUR EYES ON 


ME, THE SUSTAINER OF ALL LIVING 
BEINGS, THE SON YOU BEAR NOW, 
SHALL BE YAMA,THE GOD OF DEATH 


WHAT! YOU 
TREMBLE 
BEFORE 


THEN YOU. 


BE AS FICKLE 
AS YOu. 


MERCY ! 
MY LORD, 
MERCY! 


UT SURYA VANISHED AND 


Bl 
SANUNA WAS LEFT ENVELOPED 
IN DARKNESS. 


THE MONTHS PASSED BUT SANUNA 
DID NOT DARE GO TO SURYA 


THEN AS DECREED -AND YAMUNA THE INCONSTANT| 
BY SURYA, YAMA WERE BORN TO SANUNA. 
THE TERRIBLE .. 


BLAMELESS ONE, 


‘ 


he 


BUT SANUNA'S FEAR REMAINED. 

u 
WHAT SHALL | DO? ¥ 
THE VERY THOUGHT 
OF FACING HIM 
FILLS MY HEART 
WITH DREAD. 


| MUST FLEE. 
| | AWAY...AWAY 
FROM Him! 


BUT WHO WILL CARE 
FOR MY LORD © AND 


MY CHILDREN ? AH, 
THERE LIES 
CHHAYA, MY 


THEN SHELTER ME, 


NOW YOU 


UNDERSTAND. TOO, WHO GAVE 

BUT YOU, YOU’ EXISTENCE. 

CHHAYA, ARE | SHELTER & 
SAFE FROM ALL WHO SANUNA, 

THE GLARE FEAR IT. WHAT MUST )f 


OF SURYA. 


—. 


PRETEND TO 
BE ME ANP GO 
TO SURYA, MY . BUT IF HE 
HUSBAND. BE NH QUESTIONS ME? 
HIS WIFE AND i 

MOTHER TO MY 
CHILDREN . 


SANUNA, | WILL 
DO ALL THIS 


THE MOMENT SURYA 
ILL-TREATS ME OR 


THREATENS TO CURSE 
ME_| SHALL DISCLOSE 
THE TRUTH. 


ON ONE 
CONDITION. 


YY SO THEN, 
CHHAYA, AND. 
CARE FOR MY 
DEAR ONES. 


YOU HAVE IMPOSED 

A DIFFICULT TASK 
ON ME. BUT 

1 SHALL TRY AND 
DO MY BEST. 


WHEN CHHAYA LEFT-| 


MY PARENTS WILL 
BE DELIGHTED TO 


SEE ME. | WILL 
STAY THERE FOR 
SOME. TIME. BUT... 


Y ... FATHER WILL SAY THAT ) 
A WOMAN'S RIGHTFUL. 2 
PLACE |S BY HER @ \\ 
HUSBAND. + 


SO SANUNA LEFT FOR WHEN FATHER: 
HER PARENT'S HOME. INSISTS THAT 
g | RETURN TO 

MY HUSBAND, 

| WILL GO INTO 


THOUGHT THAT HIS NO, FATHER! you 
COME ON A VISIT. WERE RIGHT. 

| COULD NOT BEAR 

THE BRILLIANCE 


MY 
DAUGHTER. 
IS ALL 
WELL WITH 


IT 1S NOT PROPER 


_———— 
Ty 


GO NOW 
HUSBAND. BUT COME [OT 
AGAIN TO SEE ME. 


=a) | DOTE ON YOU. BUT 
i) A WOMAN'S PLACE 
WIA IS BY HER HUSBAND. 


MYSELF INTO A MARE. 
THEN NO ONE 
WILL FIND ME. 


PENANCE TO 

REDUCE THE 
STRENGTH OF 
SURYA’S GLARE. 


OVERCOME MY 
WEAKNESS. 


—_ 


DY sanuna,! HAVE Yines 
FORGIVEN ALL 
< LONG AGO. A———_| 
ssc MY LORD! 
| i Ting 


[- CHHAYA WAS HAPPY IN 
f HER NEW HOME. 


POOR SANJNA HAD TO 
GIVE UP ALL THIS. WILL 
[ee SHE EVER RETURN © 


| MUST NOT FORGET 
THAT | AM ONLY 
SANUNA'S SHADOW. 


THEN ANOTHER SON AND A 
DAUGHTER WERE BORN 


CHHA 
SANJUNA WILL 
NOT RETURN. 
> fae 


TO HER, 


us 
477 J 


BUT ALAS ! SHE DID NOT 
CARE FOR SANUNA'S CHILDREN 
IN THE SAME MANNER. 


GET AWAY FROM 
MY SIGHT, YOU 
ACCURSED 
CHILDREN. 


COME,MY DEAR 
ONE. LET US 
GO TO YOUR 
FATHER. 


MANU FORGAVE 


HERE SHE IS ! NOW CRUEL, 
TO YAMUNA. MOTHER , 
WHAT HAVE WE PONE 

TO DESERVE THIS ? 
U, 


HOW 
1 WISH 
| WERE 
MOTHERLESS, 


[ STOP! INSOLENT BOY! YAMA_DECIDED TO SPEAK OUT TO 
YOU 6HALL MAY YOUR HIS FATHER AFTER HE HAD 
NOT TOUCH FOOT FALL 


MY SISTER. OFF! 


| AGREE. A SON 
FATHER, THAT | MAY CHANGE IN 
HIS AFFECTIONS 
BUT A MOTHER 
NEVER CEASES 
TO CARE. 


TH! 
CHILDREN 


WHERE IS 
SHE NOW? 


WITH HER 
FATHER. 


SURYA WENT TO SEE 
VIGHWAKARMA. 
y SHE CAME HERE 


WHERE IS ) SEEKING REFUGE 
SANUNA ? 


FROM YOUR 
BRILLIANCE. 


VISBHWAKARMA REDUCED SURYA'S BRILLIANCE BY CHISELLING 
AWAY AN EIGHTH OF HIG RAYS. THEN THEY WENT IN SEARCH 


OF SANNA. -————7 
YES ! A QUAINT 
ONE... BY THE 


| SPEAK THE TRUTH, 
R 1S RE 


SURYA WENT UP TO THE MARE. 


you cat Is 


THE BOON % 
ALREADY YOURS. 


ie pete aoe wae AWAY 
CRILIANCES 


MY LORD! 


OuR 
CHILDREN? 


CHHAYA SHALL 
BE. FORGIVEN 


MANU, YAMA 
ANP YAMUNA 


WILL KNOW 
A MOTHER 
AGAIN. 


| SHALL 
NEVER 
AGAIN 

WANDER 
AWAY 
FROM 
HOME. 


AND SHALL 
LIVE WITH Us. 


GO, MY CHILDREN 


FOREVER 


MAY YOU LIVE — 


EIN 


O+IS ABOD! THE 
Paces ANB LIVED THERE TN. 


\PPINESS WITH CHHAYA 


THe ‘CHILDREN. 
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Surya 
In the Pura distinct and different scales in the hierarchy of deities. At the highest end of the 
spectrum is the Divine Trinity of Brahma, Vishnu and Maheshwara. Surya occupies a much lower position. 


In the Vedas, Surya holds an eminent rank. He is one of the trinity of Gods - Agni, Vayu and Surya and is 
next in importance only to Indra, Gayatri, the most sacred verse of the Rig Veda, which is repeated every day 
by devout Hindus, is addressed to Surya, The verse invokes him to confer his splendour on and stimulate the 
intellect of the worshipper. 


Surya’s character as a luminary was always present in the minds of the Rig Vedic poets. He is said to diffuse 
golden splendour. He rides in a golden chariot drawn by seven swift horses. Manu, the law-giver, Yama, the 
God of Death and the River Yamuna are some of his many children, 


The story as narrated in this book is based on the Markandeya Pure 
‘two wives and how he ultimately lost his unbearably fierce brilliance 


How Surya was tricked into having 
is the theme of the story. 
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